JOB PERK: CALGARY'S
CORPORATE CONCIERGE

By Tannis Baradziej

Concierge services are no longer a luxu-
ry to be enjoyed exclusively by hotel guests
in Calgary.

With her new business, Time is Money,
Cynthia Pickering is bringing her brand of
concierge services to Calgary's corporate crowd.

“| did research and found that, on average,
people spend three to four hours per week at
work doing personal tasks,” Pickering says,
adding that the company, which opened last
May, specializes in helping people who find it
hard to juggle everything from their personal
to professional lives.

“I did research
and found that, on
average, people spend
three to four hours per
week at work doing
personal tasks.”

— Cynthia Pickering, owner,
lime is Money

Pickering says that the concept of concierge
service is also beneficial to employers, as it ulti-
mately saves them money in terms of produc-
tivity —and in Calgary’s hot job market, offering
such a job perk certainly can't hurt.

It's a world away from Pickering's previous
career as a senior analyst with a degree in
finance, but she couldn't be happier.

“If money was all that mattered I'd still be
making six figures in oil and gas,” Pickering
says. “Instead | haven't had a paycheque in
six months, but it doesn't matter because I'm
happy and | love what | do.”

And it keeps her busy. Her BlackBerry buzzing
away at her side is a good indication that
there is always someone who needs her help.
Whether it's a task as simple as picking up groc-
eries for a client, or something seemingly impos-
sible, Pickering seems to find a way to deliver.

“Once, somebody asked me if | knew how to
have a helicopter pick them up,” she said, and
adds with a laugh, “I did, because an associate
of mine is actually a helicopter pilot.”

Concierge rates start at $65 per hour. For
more information, visit www.timeismoney.ca,
or call 612-2993.
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offering training, coaching and mediation services

to develop interpersonal potential in
individuals and organizations

contact us
Calgary 888.882.8804 — San Diego 800.743.1973 — www.pulseinstitute.com

The Calgary Downtown Association’s 5th Annual

DOWI:I_

Dining
Ganes

March 2-11

Presented by
American Express

AMERICAN
EXPRESS
[C]

Downtown Calgary’s hottest restaurants. Two amazing price
points. Ten days of delicious dining. Reservations begin
February 24, 2006.

Here's how it works:

1. Visit www.downtowncalgary.com
to choose which of the participating
establishments you'd like to visit.

2. Book a reservation directly with
the restaurant by stating you want
to order off the Dining Week

menu. Reservations are required.

American Express® Cardmembers
can go to the Front Of The Line®
to book early reservations on
February 22 & 23, 2006*.
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www.downtowncalgary.com
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®: Used by Amex Bank of Canada under license from American Express Company
*To qualify for Front of the Line when making reservations, Cardmembers must provide their American Express Card number.
Restaurants must be contacted directly for reservations. Subject to restaurant seating availability.
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